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They were the "miracle babies"--five identical girls born on a farm, who went on to become the

biggest celebrities of their day. Now, for the first time, the three surviving Dionne quintuplets tell their

story--from their bizarre, socially isolated childhood, to the physical and sexual abuse they suffered

at the hands of their parents, to their inspiring triumph over their difficulties. Includes

never-before-published photos. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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I read this book during the past year. I found it to be much more revealing than their 1960s account

of their lives, written with James Brough. In "We Were Five", the four remaining Quintuplets used

the real names of their siblings, but neglected to come foreward with the charges of sexual abuse

leveled at their father in this newer account. The church officials who could have helped them turned

their backs on them, telling them to "submit", and deciding that as long as their father gave

monetary support to the Church, he was being a good Catholic. At a time when there was little if any

separation of Church and State where the French Canadian government was concerned, there

were many other children who experienced the same indignities. It is good that the Dionnes have

spoken out on their behalf. I'm glad that shortly after this account was published, that Yvonne,

Annette, and Cecile were finally given $2.8 million dollars in compensation by the Ontario

Government. But if there is any real justice, Ontario should be paying them annuity. After all, they

didn't ask to become the saviors of Ontario during the Depression, and they only ended up as such

by accident of being born Quintuplets and subsequent government manipulation.The Ontario

Government made $500 million off of "Quintland" during the thirties. Caged and exploited for the first



years of their lives, and tended to by Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe, they were eventually reunited with their

parents and siblings after lengthy and strenuous custody battles. But while Oliva Dionne may have

won the physical custody of his daughters, the loyalties of the three surviving sisters ultimately lie

firmly with the Doctor who treated them with more dignity than their parents.
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